
 
 
 

VISION 

The Emile Zola Chair for Interdisciplinary Human Rights Dialogue will strive to strengthen the human rights ethos, 

values and forces in the Israeli society. It will do so through interdisciplinary educational, cultural and research 

activities; dissemination of relevant information, support for and cooperation with NGOs committed to human rights 

and existing human rights centers in Israeli academic institutions, and the encouragement of individuals whose work 

for human rights is exemplary, in Israel. 

The Chair honors the legacy of Emile Zola. Emile Zola was a fiction writer. It is not, however, for his artistic 

endeavors but for his humanistic stand; his ability to "speak truth to power" when that truth had few friends; his 

willingness to pay a personal price (which included loss of membership otherwise granted at the much coveted 

Academie Française; a criminal trial, conviction and exile) that he is remembered. This stand, and "the March for 

Truth" that he initiated with his J'Accuse had an enormous impact in terms of both democracy (the real winners of 

the "Dreyfus Affair" – the happy end of which put to rest the ancient regime – are democratic governance and the 

values of freedom of speech, free press and humanity). In a sense, the essential ethos of what does it mean to be a 

person committed to humanity and human rights, of the impact a person can have and of the wider significance of 

that impact, can be taught through this story. Establishing the Emile Zola Chair for Human Rights not only reflects 

a moral duty and pays a debt of honor, it also serves as a reminder, a model and a sign of hope: it is to remind the 

Israeli society that the national enterprise need not be carried out at the expense of a humanistic commitment to 

marginalized communities; that its very existence has been thus nourished. It is a model for a courageous personal 

life, a meaningful life. It is a sign of hope because it has carried the day in the past, and can do so in the future.  

OBJECTIVES 

• To promote scholarly research on cutting-edge development in Human Rights discourse in the Middle-East 

and globally; 

• To create, in cooperation with NGOs, a body of knowledge on contemporary developments in democracy 

and human rights' issues in Israel; 

• To offer platforms for dialogue and debate between different groups in the Israeli society and thinkers from 

different spheres of society on human rights issues; 

• To initiate, together with prominent figures from different cultural, artistic and social circles various activities 

to stir public discourse oh democracy and human rights. 
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RESOURCES AND GOVERNING STRUCTURE 

The Emile Zola Chair was established pursuant to a donation from a private foundation dedicated to benefit Israeli 

higher education. The board of directors of the foundation decided, in 2012, to fund the Chair for an initial period of 

five years. In 2017, it decided to continue the funding for five additional years. The holder of the Emile Zola Chair 

is authorized to raise funds from other sources as well to realize the vision and advance the objectives of the Chair. 

The establishment of the Chair is based on an agreement signed between the Haim Striks School of Law and the 

donor foundation. Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali holds the Emile Zola Chair. The Chair holder reports on an annual basis 

on the activities of the Chair to both the board of directors of the foundation and to the dean of the Striks School of 

Law. 

Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali is a graduate of Tel-Aviv University Law Faculty, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 

and Harvard University. Her research areas are Public International Law and Law and Culture. Her most recent 

publication (co-written with Michael Sfard and Hedi Viterbo) is THE ABC OF THE OPT: A LEGAL LEXICON OF THE 

ISRAELI CONTROL OVER THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY (Cambridge University Press 2018). 

 

 

Before embarking on an academic career, she worked in the department of Peace-Keeping Operations of the United 

Nations. Between 2008-2011 she served as the Dean of the Striks School of Law. She is the founding Emile Zola 
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Chair for Human Rights. Since 2017, she serves as the Rector of the College of Management Academic Studies.  For 

a full CV, click here. 

THE MAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAIR DURING 2012/13-2016/17 

• RESEARCH, WRITING  AND PUBLICATIONS 

In pursuit of its objective to enhance research into and disseminate knowledge about human rights related issues, 

the Chair supports individual research, collaborates with and engages in research activities and in special projects, 

as follows:  

✓ Individual research grants and support for publications 

Over the period under review the Chair supported the research and publications of 15 articles, 2 doctorate 

dissertations and 7 books.  It also sponsors, some launching events for the books published with its support.   

Thus, for instance, in 2016/17 the Chair supported the publication of Carol Gilligan, JOINING THE RESISTANCE 

(LE'HIZTAREF LAHITNAGDUT) (trans. into Hebrew; forward, Zvi Triger); A. Gross, A. Ziv & J. Raz, eds. 

ANOTHER  SEX (SEX ACHER'): AN ANTHOLOGY OF QUEER AND LGBT TEXTS; L. Cosma, ed., FACING THE 

SHARI'A COURT: THE PERSONAL STATUS OF  MUSLIM WOMEN IN ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST (Hebrew); Y. 

Nechushtan, DEMOCRACY AS OPIUM FOE THE MASSES (Oxford University Press 2017); M. Sfard, LITIGATING 

HUMAN RIGHTS BEFORE THE ISRAELI HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE (Hebrew 2017). 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

Joining the Resistance – front cover                                        internal cover 

 

http://zola.colman.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/%D7%90%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%A0%D7%94-%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D.pdf
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All Decisions on these grants are made by a committee comprising the Dean of the Striks School of Law, the 

Head of the School's Research Committee and the Chair.  

✓ The Michel Halperin Writing Workshop for Human Rights and Public Interest Lawyers  

Since the spring term of the 2015-16 academic year, the Chair offers a writing workshop designed for practicing 

human rights and cause-lawyers. The objective of the workshop is to equip these lawyers with the tools necessary 

to transform their professional knowledge, experience and insight into a publishable paper.  

Pursuant to a call for applicants, a competitive selection process (based on the quality of the research proposal 

and its relation to the candidate's practical experience) ensues. Eah workshop admits no more than 10 applicants. 

The workshop is guided by Avinoam Cohen, a clinical lawyer who just submitted his doctorate dissertation and 

has already published extensively in both Hebrew and English) and is supervised by the Chair. In addition, each 

participant is assigned a professor whose field of expertise is relevant to the participant's paper as an external 

reader/commentator.  

The modus operendi of the workshop was based on an on-going review by the participants of each other's work. 

For this purpose an internet platform was created on which each uploaded her/his paper on a weekly basis and 

received comments from peers and from the tutor. The workshop culminates in a 24 hour writers' retreat in the 

Galilee. Presently, four of the papers developed in the first workshop (40%) have been accepted for publication. 

This is an extraordinary record.  

Joining the resistance – launching event 
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      Workshop retreat in the Galilee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

✓ Hosting international research fellows 

The Chair hosts two international research fellows. In 2016 it hosted Dr. Sharon Weil (University of Geneva, 

whose research focuses on International Humanitarian Law). In 2016 and again in 2017 it hosted Ms. Emma 

Nehat, a doctorate student at the Law Department, the European University Institute, Firenze, whose  research 

focuses on the Bedouin Community's rights as indigenous people in the Negev. Each fellowship lasts for a 

semester. 

✓ The e-journal: "'Hamishpat' Online: Human Rights" 

This e-journal, has been initiated in 2013, and is published in collaboration with HaMishpat – the well-established 

law journal of the Haim Striks School of Law. “'HaMishpat’ Online: Human Rights” consists of two platforms: 

(i) Forum for Insights into Recent Judgments 

As of January 2013, this platform uploads both Israeli and foreign recent judgments related to human rights that 

raise interesting issues as well as brief, insightful comments on those judgments written by scholars and 

practitioners. Where a judgment is foreign, we also publish its summary in Hebrew. As of February 2017, 62 

'Insights' have been published (and 8 of them have been written by Takkanah fellows, who thus begin to make 

their voice heard publicly). They are distributed via the Chair's website; the Chair's Facebook page; the mailing 

list of the Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI), and 'Nevo', the largest publishing house for legal 

materials in Israel. The result is that they reach a very wide audience. The insights have already been cited six 

times by Supreme Court. 

(ii) Human Rights Symposium: Intertextual Conversation – Leading Text and Responses  

As of June 2013, "'Hamishpat' Online: Human Rights"' publishes a full symposium consisting of  a leading text 

which focuses on a human rights related issue and is accompanied by a number of responding texts. Human 
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rights issues (as is well reflected in the Chair's mandate) cut across disciplines and genres. The platform 

encourages an interdisciplinary dialogue. Thus, both the text and the responses may be legal but need not 

necessarily be so: the centerpiece may well be a literary text, a data base or an article resting on any discipline. 

The responses may equally reflect various genres (an article; an essay; a comment) and disciplines. The 

publication of each symposium is accompanied by a public event. The attendees comprise some 150 leading 

scholars from various disciplines and institutions; judges and human rights lawyers as well as intellectuals, 

performance artists and media people who participate in the human rights discourse in Israel. 

Thus far, four symposia have been published:  

(a) The leading text was "Ulysses on Bottles", a play written by playwright Gil'ad Evron, The play's main 

character, nicknamed 'Ulysses' by the Israeli General Security Services, is imprisoned for having attempted to 

break the siege on Gaza. What he carries with him to the Gazans is neither weaponry, nor money, nor indeed 

food otherwise forbidden; it is Russian literature. Responding texts were written by Prof. Menachem Mautner, 

(Law and Culture, Tel-Aviv Univ.); Dr. Dana Amir (Psychology, Haifa Univ.); Adv. Michael Sfard (Practicing 

HR lawyer) and Yotam Feldman (Journalist and documentary film-maker) (2013).  

(b) The centerpiece was an article written by Dr. Orit Kamir et al. presenting the first ever empirical research 

into the impact of the 1988 Israeli Law against Sexual Harassment. This enactment is considered the most 

advanced – or, depending on the point of view – the most draconic such law in the Western world (thus, for 

instance, its scope is neither limited to the workplace nor to relations of formal subordination). Ever since its 

enactment the Law has been subject to a public debate: is it being used disproportionately? Is it necessary or 

should the matter be left to informal negotiations between men and women? What is the impact of the law on 

sexual and gender relations? Etc. That debate, alas, has thus far generated more heat than light. The reason is that 

no research has been undertaken which actually provide data upon which reasoned responses to such questions 

may be formed. The centerpiece article of the second symposium does just that. Reaction pieces were written by 

Dr. Daphna Hacker of the Tel-Aviv Univ. Law Faculty and Chair of the Gender Studies Program; Adv. Sharon 

Abraham-Weiss, the General-Director of ACRI; Adv. Nomi Levenkron, an expert on trafficking in women; 

Dr.Ruthy Levenstein-Lazar, of the Striks School of Law and MP Merav Michaeli (2014)  

(c) The center piece of this symposium comprised two texts: (1) an expert opinion given by Professor Seev 

Sternhal (winner of Israel Prize for his scholarship on Fascism) to the District Court of Jerusalem in a libel suit 

filed by the organization "Im Tirtzu" against the members of a Facebook group called "Im Tirzu – a fascist 

movement". The case provides a classic example of SLAPP (Strategic Litigation against Public Participation). 
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Such litigation is designed to silence criticism and, at least in Israel, it is becoming a common tactic by right–

wing organizations and public figures designed to intimidate opposing voices. The responding group defended 

itself by claiming to have accurately described "Im Tirzu". Professor Sternhal's expert opinion was given in 

support of the Defenders' position; (2) the protocol of the cross examination of Professor Sternhal by the 

plaintiffs' lawyer, adv. Nadav Ha'etzni. The question before the court was is "Im Tirzue" a movement with fascist 

characteristics. The District Court affirmed that it is. Responding texts were written by Prof. Mordechai 

Kremnitzer, Vice President of the Israeli Institute for Democracy; Dr. Yael Berda (Sociology Dept, at the Hebrew 

Univ.) and Dr. Orit Kamir (Founding Chair of the Centre for Human Dignity) (2015).  

(d) The leading text of the fourth Intertextual conversation issue was a play written (and directed) by Ofira Henig, 

titled: Night Three Dogs. The text raises a myriad of ethical, legal and political questions relative to our desire to 

control death (euthanasia, eugenics, forced feeding). This issue was published with the cooperation The Minerva 

Center for the End of Life and the Safra Center for Ethics at Tel-Aviv University. Responding texts were written 

by Professor Shimon Levy (Theatre Dept, Tel-Aviv Univ.); Prof. Haim Hazan (Anthropoloy, Tel-Aviv Univ.); 

Prof. Shai Lavi (Law, Tel-Aviv Univ.); Dr. Itamar Mann (Law, Georgetown Univ.) and Dr. Michal Ben-Naftali 

(Literature, Tel-Aviv Univ.) (2015).  

✓ Research Groups under the Chair's auspices  

The Chair organized and directed 4 research groups, as follows:   

 Human Rights Defenders (HRD): A Nascent International Legal Status (2012-2014) – this research 

group was comprised of 7 honor students (2nd and 3rd year) selected pursuant to a rigorous process 

(grades; recommendations; interview). It is directed by Adv. Michael Sfard and the Chair. Following 

sessions in which the subject was studied, the research consisted of an empirical study relative to the 

identification of the need for an additional protection to Israeli HRD; and an in-depth research focusing 

on attempts to curb HRD activities through legislative measures: control of funding, limiting access to 

information, identification as "NGOs supported by foreign governmental entities etc. The fruits of the 

research were shared with the Human Rights Defenders Fund (HRDF) and further generated three 

opinions published in the press and in the media. 

 

    Liquid Sovereignty (2013-2015) – the research group, comprising 6 honor students selected pursuant 

to a rigorous process (grades; recommendations; interview and, in light of the subject matter, ethnic 

diversity) was established. It was directed by Prof. Oren Yiftachel (Political Geography, Ben-Gurion 
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University), Mr. Meron Rappoport, columnist and initiator of the "One Homeland, Two States" 

movement, and the Chair. There were two interrelated objectives to the group: one substantive and one 

pedagogical. Substantively, the starting point to the study is that the time may have come to revisit the 

separation-based "Two States solution": the basic idea behind the various versions of this solution is the 

division of the land into two separate states on the basis of the 1967 borders with some territorial 

exchange. Is this a viable solution given the expansion of the settlements? Is it a moral solution 

responsive to the real needs and aspirations of both nations? The response to these questions will 

determine whether it is likely to bring about the end of the conflict. Such rethinking generates legal 

research into some of the core issues: (a) borders; (b) citizenship/residence; (c) refugees; (d) freedom 

of movement; (e) Jerusalem. From a pedagogical perspective, the composition of the group allowed for 

an open and free discussion on issues on which there is strikingly different narratives, positions and 

perceived interests. Given that this discussion is a sine qua non condition for any resolution of the 

conflict in "real life", this exposure is extremely valuable. Following a study of the issues, comparative 

research was undertaken on shared-sovereignty cities (Belfast; Brussels) and on citizenship/ residence. 

The papers generated provided a basis for a senior research group working on the concept under the 

auspices of the ICP group.  

  

 Israel's Compliance with its International Human Rights Obligations (2014-2015) – a collaborative 

venture between The Minerva Center for Human Rights, the Law Faculty of the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem and the Chair which sponsors a research group comprising 10 senior researches (the Chair 

sponsors two of them). The group is led by Prof. David Kretzmer of the Hebrew Univ. Participants 

produced articles that were published in the Israel Law Review (English). 

 

 Leading Human Rights and Cause-Lawyers in Israel: Oral History (2016 – on-going) – a legal history 

project initiated in 2016 and likely to continue for a few years. Its basic mission is to bring to light the 

story of the leading Israeli human rights and public interest lawyers who were and are thus engaged in 

NGOs, private practice, public service and legal clinics. The main objectives of the project, deriving 

from its mission are: (a) to fill a glaring gap in Israeli legal history, as these stories are yet to be told; 

(b) to highlight the role of the individual lawyer in the possible generation of social change, emphasizing 

the notion that people, including lawyers, matter. They can, at times, make a difference, at least in the 

lives of other individuals; (c) to generate a reflective discourse on the possibilities and the limitations 

of human rights and advocacy and on the personal gains and pains such engagement entails; and (d) to 
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contribute to the development of oral history, a methodology that is just beginning to take root in Israeli 

research.  

 

In order to achieve these objectives, a research group was established. It is directed by the Chair and by legal 

historian, Nomi Levenkron. The researchers first study the substance and methodologies of oral history. 

Thereafter, they engage in research on 2-3 leading lawyers per annum. The research is the basis for a 

questionnaire they prepare. The questionnaire, in turn, is the basis for an interview they conduct with the lawyer. 

The interview is videoed. It is expected that information received through interviews with a lawyers who 

experienced the events firsthand would shed a new light on otherwise known areas: they generate information 

that is not included in primary documents and which allows for a richer understanding of existing knowledge 

and for the emergence of a more nuanced understanding of the research subject that may challenge the 

conventional historical and sociological discourse and expand its boundaries. The project in its entirety 

envisages the establishment of a website, a virtual center (an on line live archive), in Hebrew, comprising the 

interviews (a short edited version and a full version), related documentation of primary and secondary sources, 

and visual materials. This expansive resource will serve as a research resource not available otherwise.  

 

Thus far five leading lawyers were interviewed:  

- Prof. Neta Ziv, who was the first legal counsel of ACRI, then established the first Clinical Legal Center 

at the Tel-Aviv University Law Faculty, and in both contexts represented petitioners in some of the most 

visible petitions before the High Court of Justice.  

- Adv. Dan Yakir, the legal counsel of ACRI over the last quarter of a century.  

- Prof. Yifat Biton, of the Striks School of Law who founded "Tmura", Founder and Chair of "Tmura" 

(Transformation) – the Israeli Antidiscrimination Legal Center, an NGO which pursues tort remedies to 

victims (Mizrahi., Ethiopian, Palestinian and women) of discrimination.  

- Adv. Hassan Jabareen, Founder and Director of Adalah – The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in 

Israel.  

- Dr. Susan Weiss, Founder and CEO  the Center for Women's Justice (CWJ). CWJ is dedicated to finding 

solutions to the most tragic plight of the 'Aguna" –  the "chained wife" – women who are separated from 

their husbands, but whom the latter refuse to divorce, thereby preventing them from ever marrying again. 

The Center employs the innovative tactic of securing compensatory damage awards by filing damage 

cases in Israeli civil courts   



 
 

10 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

•  

• ENGAGING LEGAL EDUCATION: – THE "TAKKANAH" LL.M IN HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM 

 

Vision 

In pursuit of its mandate to initiate and engage in educational activities that promote human rights, the Cheir initiated 

and directs the Takkanah program. "Takkanah" is a Hebrew word that has two meanings: one is 'Law' or 'Regulation', 

the other is 'Rectification' or 'Correction'. These two meanings are interconnected insofar as law – through the work 

and dedication of its professional agents – operates to rectify harm and correct injustice. Lawyers, alas, often fail to 
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operate in this manner. The "Takkanah" educational program is designed to encourage outstanding LL.M (Master in 

Law) students to become the kind of professionals whose expertise and commitment will serve the public interest in 

justice, equality and human dignity. In Jewish tradition such service signifies human work to bring about "Tikkun 

Olam", to make the world a better place. Such program is necessary because while Israel can boast the highest number 

of law students per capita in comparison to all other states, very few of these students express a wish to use their legal 

education for the advancement of the public good, human rights and social justice.  

The Emile Zola Chair is convinced that the pursuit of a meaningful life cannot succeed if its driving engine is merely 

self-regarding and that a viable "Jewish and Democratic" society can thrive – especially in view of the current 

political context – only if its ethos is grounded in respect for human dignity. Law can play a significant role in 

advancing this ethos, and a proper legal education should provide its students with more than a "tool-box"; enrich 

their understanding of the deeper values at issue, and encourage them to engage actively in its making. The programs' 

objectives are derived from this vision. 

Objectives  

(a) To encourage excellent students to enroll in an LL.M program focusing on Public-Interest Law and Human 

Rights;  

(b) To strengthen the legal public sector in Israel and its will and ability to promote and protect social justice 

and human rights; 

(c) To empower social change organizations by providing them with outstanding, and outstandingly committed 

young lawyers; 

(d) To foster a synergetic educational environment where the advancement of personal goals is understood to be 

engaged with, rather than divorced from the improvement of public welfare. 

Implementation 

In order to implement the objectives, the first step was to design the curriculum and ensure that courses comprising 

it are taught by the best possible faculty.  

(a) The curriculum – the program consists of 3 semesters (Fall / Spring / Summer). The curriculum covers 

all major areas of human rights law and comprises 36 credits (as required by the Council of Higher 

Education). 

 

(b) The faculty – the faculty comprises distinguished professors and leading human rights practitioners who 

specialize in the subject matter of the course they teach. In most courses the students are further exposed 



 
 

12 
 

to guest lecturers, both local and international, invited by the professors, thus enriching further the 

students' exposure substantively and personally. In effect, all classes of Takkanah have met the pillars of 

the human rights legal community in Israel and some of the major international players. The benefits of 

such exposure include, but are not limited to, the building of the reputation of the program and the 

opening up of doors for future employment and development for its graduates. The placement of the 

graduates of the first class underscores the point. 

 

  The table below outlines, by way of example, the 2016/17 curricular program, relating each course to its 

professor(s). 

 

 

Course/ Seminar Faculty Credit/ 

term 

Law and Culture: Human Rights (core LL.M course) Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali 2 / Fall 

Civil and Political Rights (tailor-made course) Prof. David Kretzmer 2/ Fall 

Socio-economic Rights (tailor-made course) Adv. Avinoam Cohen 2/ Fall 

Oral history research methodologies (a preparatory workshop for the 

above-described  Leading Human Rights and Cause-Lawyers in Israel: 

Oral History project 

Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali 

and Adv. Nomi Levenkron 

4/ Fall + 

Spring 

Select Issues in International and European Human Rights Law (tailor-

made seminar)  

Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali & 

Prof. Iris Canor 

6/ Fall  

Immigration, Asylum & Refugee Law (tailor-made course) Adv. Hanny Ben-Israel 2/ Spring 

Gendered Human Rights Law (tailor made course) Dr. Orit Kamir 2/ Spring 

 Reflexive Human Rights practice (tailor-made research colloquium) Adv. Dan Yakir & Prof. 

Orna Ben-Naftali 

4/ Spring 

Advanced Research Seminar Prof. Yuval Merin 6/ Spring 

Human Rights and Governance –The Academy of European Law: 

Summer School on Human Rights Law, European University Institute, 

Florence, Italy (Extensive summer course). 

 

Leading international 

experts on international 

HR law 

6/ Summer 

 36 
 

 

Some of the program's highlights include a 36 hours "retreat' in a guesthouse facility in the Galilee. In 2015, the 

subject matter of the retreat was "what is a shadow report and how to run it". In 2016, it was "freedom of speech and 

the use of visuals in demonstrations". In 2017, it was "interviewing cause- lawyers: a global experience". In addition 

to the possibility of focusing, under close supervision on one issue, the retreat is a bonding experience that fosters 

closer links between the participants; a true fellowship. 

http://www.colman.ac.il/English/TeachingResearch/research_institutes/Zola_Human_Rights/Takkannah/Pages/yInternationalandEuropeanHumanRightsSeminar.aspx
http://www.colman.ac.il/English/TeachingResearch/research_institutes/Zola_Human_Rights/Takkannah/Pages/yInternationalandEuropeanHumanRightsSeminar.aspx
http://www.eui.eu/departmentsandcentres/academyeuropeanlaw/summerschool/index.aspx
http://www.eui.eu/departmentsandcentres/academyeuropeanlaw/summerschool/index.aspx
http://www.eui.eu/departmentsandcentres/academyeuropeanlaw/summerschool/index.aspx
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Takkanah retreat, Galilee, 2016 

 

 

 

 

The summer course in Firenze is certainly a major highlight of the program. Takkanah students are engaged in an 

intensive 2-week course with some 80 other high caliber students (lawyers and judges), mostly, but not exclusively, 

European. Interestingly, though on second thought not really surprising, they reported that one of the most significant 

lessons for them was that in Europe one is not considered a "radical lefty" by choosing to be a human rights lawyer; 

that they colleagues from other democratic countries were not marginalized within their respective societies. Sadly, 

their experience in Israel is quite different.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants of the European Academy of Human Rights summer course, The European University Institute, 

Firenze 

 

(c) The recruitment process – Each spring term, pursuant to the setting up of the program and its staffing, a 

call for applicants for the following academic year is distributed on-line. In addition to the program, the 

faculty, the required qualifications and the details of the selection process, prospective applicants are 
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notified that they will receive full tuition grant and that it is expected that they commit themselves to 

working in the public/ NGO sector after completing the program. Dozens of applications have been 

received during the past three years. An admission committee, consisting of the Chair, the Head of the 

general LL.M program and the Head of the School's Honors program, selects 20 applicants to be 

interviewed. Following the interview, some 10-13 students per annum are accepted as "Takkanah 

Fellows". 

 

(d)  The fellowship of students –Each year, the  group of fellows consists of superbly capable yet quite 

different individuals, who manages to create a synergetic community of fellows; one that is characterized 

by toleration, mutual respect and friendship. These provide the most fertile soil for learning not only 

from the professors but also from each other. It is a model and an inspiration in terms of how pluralistic 

communities can thrive generally and especially when set against the larger Israeli context.   

  

(e) The learning process - The program is extremely demanding, and the learning process is intense. With 

the exception of one course in each term, none of the courses admitted more than 24 students, and two 

admitted the Takkanah fellows exclusively. In most courses and seminars, the students are required to 

submit each week position papers on the relevant reading material. Consequently, class discussions were 

rich, well-informed, reflective and engaging. In courses where the fellows studies with other LL.M 

students, their contribution to the quality of the discourse and to their colleagues was regarded by the 

professors as extremely significant, indeed a "game-changer". Members of the faculty all feel that 

teaching the Takkanah fellows has been the most fulfilling teaching experience of their professional 

lives. 

 

(f) Extracurricular activities – In addition to their regular coursework, Takkanah fellows enjoy a wealth of 

extracurricular activities: they are invited to and attend all the Chair's academic and cultural events 

(described below).  
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Adv. Liron David, Takkanah graduation 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adv, Michal Luft, Takkanah Valedictorian 2016 

 

Impact 

Thus far three classes of Takkanah fellows completed the program. The Takkanah program has thus far 

provided the Israeli society with 40 first rate lawyers who are committed to use their expertise for the 

advancement of human rights and democratic values. The statistics indicate that some 80% of the graduates 

work as cause lawyers in various NGOs; some 10% work for the government and the remaining 10 % are 

pursuing either academic or political careers. They also constitute a much needed network of like-minded 

professionals supporting each other. 

 

• PRIZES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY GRANTS 

 

✓ Notable Human Rights Defenders Award  

Human rights defenders (HRDs) are individuals, groups and organizations that contribute to the effective elimination 

of violations of universal human rights and freedoms that endeavor to advance those rights, their protection and their 

realization. Their defense is always important. Since 2013/14, the Chair grants a “Notable Human Rights Defender” 

award once a year. 
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Ms. Yael Ralevi, Prof. Neta Ziv, Adv Oded Feller, Ms. Nomi Levenkron  

 

Ms. Rotem Ilan 
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✓ The Emile Zola Human Rights Prize  

The Prize, distributed once in three years, honors a legal clinic (in one of the academic institutions in Israel with a 

clinical education program) which has made a most significant contribution to the protection and promotion of human 

rights in Israel. 

 

Judge Mishael Cheshin, Adv. Orna Lim, Pro. Orna Ben-Naftali, Pro. Neta Ziv, Adv. Dan Yakir 

✓ Honors student Scholarship   

This prize is given annually to an LL.B student at the Striks School of Law, who excelled in one of the courses/ 

seminars or clinics affiliated with the Chair.  

✓ Young Performance Artists whose work is dedicated to human rights   

Pursuant to its interdisciplinary mandate and grounded in the belief that the performing arts provide a promising 

space for public debate into human rights issues, the Chair, in collaboration with the dean of Tel-Aviv University 

Faculty of Arts, offers grants to one or two young, independent performance artists for a work-in progress project; 

(e) International Human Rights Day Competition – each year the Chair organizes a students' competition to mark 

International human rights day (10 December, the day the the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted). 

This year (2016) the competition was for the best photograph which conveys a human rights message and relates to 

one of the rights enumerated in the Universal Declaration. An exhibition of the winning photographs was mounted 

at the Law School. 
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Human Rights Day 2016, exhibition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A winning photo  

    

• SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONFERENCES 

✓ The Chair had initiates and organizes numerous conferences and special events individually or in collaboration 

with other academic institutions and disciplines, with cultural groups and with NGOs. These may be grouped 

into two main headings: Human Rights and the Arts and  Human Rights – International and 

Interdisciplinary Discourse. 

 

✓ Staging Human Rights: Human Rights and the Arts 

 

• Nov. 2012 - “Yes, Stay out of My Sun” - Inauguration event of the Emile Zola Chair: the event 

included the performance of a play (comprising texts written by Capa, Heine, Rilke, Riefenstahl, 

Gil’ad Evron and Ofira Henig and revolving around the ethical space between the artist/ creator 

and power) and a talk I gave. 

 

• June 2013 – “Ulysses on Bottles” – Launching the first volume of the Journal: “The Law online: 

Human Rights: Inter-textual Conversations”. These Conversations comprise a leading text and 

responding texts. The leading text in this volume was a play written by Gilad Evron. The play’s 

main character, nicknamed ‘Ulysses’ by the Israeli General security Services, is imprisoned for 
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having attempted to break the siege on Gaza. What he tries to smuggle is neither weapons nor 

food; it is Russian literature. The launching event consisted of the performance of the play 

followed by a panel discussion comprising of the authors of the responding texts (written by 

scholars from law, culture and psychology and professionals from law and journalism), which I 

moderated. 

 

• June 2014 – “Archive” - An event marking the bi-annual Emile Zola Prize for Human Rights in 

the Performing Arts. The first winner, choreographer and dancer Arkadi Zaides, performed his 

work. The work translates into body-movements excerpts from B’Tselem – the Israeli 

Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories “shooting back” project (an 

on-going video documentation taken by Palestinians of their encounters with Israeli forces in the 

OPT). The performance was followed by a panel discussion with the participation of the artist, 

scholars of the performing arts, a documentary film maker and myself. 

 

• Nov.2014 – “Harassed” - Launching the second volume of the Journal: “The Law online: 

Human Rights: Inter-textual Conversations”. The leading text, written by Dr. Orit Kamir et al. 

presenting the first ever empirical research into the impact of the controversial 1988 Israeli Law 

against Sexual Harassment. The event included the screening of the film “a lonely soldier” 

(directed by Talia Lavi) and a panel discussion, moderated by me, with the participation of the 

author of the responding texts (gender studies, law, clinical legal studies, and leading figures of 

civil society, public service and Parliament. 

 

• June 2015 – “SLAPP and ‘Im Tirzu’” – An event marking the launching of the third volume of 

the Journal: “The Law online: Human Rights: Inter-textual Conversations”. The leading text 

comprised two documents: (a) an expert opinion written by Professor Seev Sternhal for the 

respondents in a libel suit filed by the organization ‘Im Tirtzu’ against the members of a 

Facebook group called “Im Tirzu – a fascist movement” in the District Court of Jerusalem, and 

(b) the protocol of the cross examination of Professor Sternhal by the plaintiffs’ lawyer. The 

question before the court was is “Im Tirzue” a movement with fascist characteristics and the case 

provides a classic example of a SLAPP suit (Strategic Litigation against Public Participation). 

The event included a dramatic performance of the cross examination followed by a panel 
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discussion comprising the authors of the responding texts (Public law; law and literature; 

sociology, litigation).  

 

• Jan. 2015 – "Waiting" – An exhibition of a photographs taken by Nouraldin Musa, a Sudanese 

refugee, in Holot Detention Center in Israel was organized by the Chair in collaboration with the 

Winncott Center and Parasite Art Gallery. The opening event, sponsored by the Chair, attracted 

some 300 guests from communities that do not often meet: the refugees' community, academics 

and artists.  

 

• Nov. 2015 – “Night Three Dogs” - Launching the fourth Volume of the Journal: “The Law 

online: Human Rights: Inter-textual Conversations”. The leading text was a play, written and 

directed by Prof. Ofira Henig. The text raises a myriad of ethical, legal and political questions 

relative to our desire to control death (euthanasia, eugenics, forced feeding). This volume was 

published with the cooperation The Minerva Center for the End of Life and the Edmond J. Safra 

Center for Ethics at Tel Aviv University. The event included the performance of the play and a 

panel discussion, which I moderated, with the participation of the authors of the responding texts 

(from the disciplines of law, sociology, theatre, and literature). 

 

✓ Human Rights – International and Interdisciplinary Discourse 

 

• Fall, 2013 - “Closed Gardens”: Accessible Play-gardens to Children with Disabilities - an 

international conference cosponsored by the Chair, the Department of Interior Design, COLMAN, 

the Nursing School of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Beit Issie Shapiro: Changing the 

Lives of People with Disabilities. The conference included a students’ competition awarding an 

Emile Zola prize for the best project designing a play-garden for children with disabilities in 

Jerusalem.  

• Fall 2013 – TRANSPARENCY AND INTERNATIONAL LAW (A. Peters and A. Bianchi, eds., Cambridge 

University Press 2013) - an international book launching event and discussion sponsored by the 

Chair and the Max Planck Institute for Public International Law and Comparative Public Law, 

Heidelberg. 

• Fall 2015 - The Emile Zola Chair and the Dean of the Law Faculty of the Hebrew University hosted 

three judged from the International Court of Justice who came to Israel to judge in a moot court 
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competition on space law (in the context of the above mentioned Astronauts Conference). The event 

included a study tour of the separation barrier in and around Jerusalem and an informal discussion. 

• Spring 2015 - “Women’s International Human Rights in Contested Public Spaces” - an int’l 

conference organized by the Concord Centre for the Integration of International Law into Israeli 

Law, the Minerva Center for Human Rights at the Hebrew University Law faculty, and the Emile 

Zola Chair. 

• Spring 2015 - a conference in honor of the tenth anniversary of the NGO "Yesh Din – Volunteers 

for Human Rights" was jointly sponsored by Yesh Din and the Emile Zola Chair and held at the 

ZOA Centre in Tel-Aviv. Opening the conference, I discussed the concept of "Lawfare" and was 

followed by a panel discussion with the participation of human rights lawyers, scholars and a 

government lawyer (ret.).   

• Spring 2015 - a panel on human rights and private law was sponsored by the Chair in the annual 

conference of the Private Law Association hosted by the Striks School of Law.  

• Fall 2016 - Hosting the exhibition "Lawyers without Rights" at the Law School (in collaboration 

with the David Weiner Center for Professional Ethics) – the exhibition, the product of collaboration 

between the German Bar Association and the American Bar Association, is a travelling exhibit. The 

purging of Jewish lawyers by the Nazis was one of the early steps to corrupting the rule of law under 

the Third Reich. The exhibition tells this story. The opening event included a speech by Supreme 

Court Justice, Dr. Yoram Danziger. 
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RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

In pursuit of its objective to enhance research into human rights related issues, the Chair supports individual 

research, collaborates with and engages in research activities and in special projects, as follows:  

✓ INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH GRANTS 2017/18 

During the period under review, 3 grants have been awarded: 

(i) Rights of the Child – Dr. Hedi Viterbo received a grant to assist him in the publication 

of his doctorate thesis, focusing on the legal construction of Palestinian youth by Israeli 

legislation  and court decisions. 

(ii) Rights of 'protected persons' under the belligerent occupation - Adv. Michael Sfard 

received a grant to assist him in completing the research for his book "THE WALL AND 

THE GATE: ISRAEL/PALESTINE AND THE LEGAL BATTLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS". 

(iii) The Right to Cultural Heritage – Artist Michal Heiman has been awarded a grant to 

assist her in digitizing her project of documenting (video) some two decades of cultural 

events in Israel.  

Decisions on these research grants are made by a committee comprising the Dean of the Striks School 

of Law, the Chairman of the School's Research Committee, and the Emile Zola Chair.  

✓ PUBLICATIONS 

THE PUBLICATION OF AN E-JOURNAL: "'HAMISHPAT' ONLINE: HUMAN RIGHTS" 

The e-journal, published in collaboration with HaMishpat – the well-established law journal of the 

Haim Striks School of Law continues to thrive, providing a platform for the advancement of the human 

rights discourse in Israel on major topics that are, or should be, on the agenda. To recall, “'HaMishpat’ 

Online: Human Rights” consists of two platforms: 

(a) Forum for Insights into Recent Judgments 

As of January 2013, this platform uploads both Israeli and foreign recent judgments related to human 

rights that raise interesting issues as well as brief, insightful comments on those judgments written by 

scholars and practitioners. As of February 2018, 74 'Insights' have been published. They are distributed 
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via the Chair's website; the Chair's Facebook page; the mailing list of the ACRI, and 'Nevo', the largest 

publishing house for legal materials in Israel. The result is that they reach a very  

wide audience. Eight such 'Insights' have been cited by the Supreme Court. 

 

(a) Human Rights Symposium: Inter-textual Conversation – Leading Text and Responses  

As of June 2013, "'Hamishpat' Online: Human Rights"' publishes a full symposium consisting of  a 

leading text which focuses on a human rights related issue and accompanied by a number of responding 

texts. Human rights issues cut across disciplines and genres. The platform encourages an 

interdisciplinary dialogue. Thus, both the text and the responses may be legal but need not necessarily 

be so: the centerpiece may well be a literary text, a data base or an article resting on any discipline. The 

responses may equally reflect various genres (an article; an essay; a comment) and disciplines. The 

publication of each symposium is accompanied by a public event. The attendees comprise some 150 

leading scholars from various disciplines and institutions; judges and human rights lawyers as well as 

intellectuals, performance artists and media people who participate in the human rights discourse in 

Israel. 

The fifth symposium, revolving around a text of a play "Kind of", written (and directed) by Ofira Henig 

and focusing on the education to obedience is scheduled to be published in May 2018. 

✓ RESEARCH PROJECT: LEADING HUMAN RIGHTS AND CAUSE-LAWYERS IN ISRAEL - ORAL 

HISTORY  

This is a legal history research project initiated in 2016. Its basic mission is to bring to light the story of the 

leading Israeli human rights and public interest lawyers who were and are thus engaged in NGOs, private 

practice, public service and legal clinics.  
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The main objectives of the project, deriving from its mission are:  

(a) to fill a glaring gap in Israeli legal history, as these stories are yet to be told;  

(b) to highlight the role of the individual lawyer in the possible generation of social change, 

emphasizing the notion that people, including lawyers, matter. They can, at times, make a 

difference, at least in the lives of other individuals;  

(c) to generate a reflective discourse on the possibilities and the limitations of human rights and 

advocacy and on the personal gains and pains such engagement entails; and,  

(d) to contribute to the development of oral history, a methodology that is just beginning to take 

root in Israeli research. 

 

In order to achieve these objectives, a research group was established. It is directed by the Chair, the legal 

advisor of ACRI and a legal historian.  During the first semester, the participants study the substance and 

methodologies of oral history. Each also chooses a human rights lawyer (from either Israel or elsewhere) 

and writes a short research-based essay which justifies the selection of the lawyer as a notable human rights 

lawyer. During the second term they work in groups and engage in in-depth research into the life and 

professional activities of three leading Israeli lawyers.  

 

The research is the basis for a questionnaire each group prepares. The questionnaire, in turn, is the basis for 

an interview they conduct with the lawyer. The interview is video-taped. Information received through 

interviews with lawyers who experienced the events firsthand sheds a new light on otherwise known areas. 

Indeed, the interviews conducted thus far generate information that is not included in primary documents 

and which allows for a richer understanding of existing knowledge and for the emergence of a more nuanced 

understanding of the research subject that may challenge the conventional historical and sociological 

discourse and expand its boundaries.   

 

The project necessitated the creation of a website, a virtual center (an on-line live archive) comprising the 

interviews (a short edited version and a full version), related documentation of primary and secondary 
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sources, and visual materials. This expansive resource will serve as a research resource not available 

otherwise.  The project further necessitates the services of a professional photographer and a video editor. 

 

In addition to the five human rights lawyers interviewed over the past 2 years, in 2018, three more human 

rights lawyers would be the subject of research and interview this year: Adv. Michael Sfard, Adv. Barak 

Cohen and Dr. Rawiya Abu-Rabia. 

 

It is expected that a launching event of the website and the screening of one of the videoed interviews 

publicly by the end of the 2017/18 academic year. 

ENGAGING  LEGAL EDUCATION 

✓ THE 4TH CLASS OF "TAKKANAH" - LL.M IN HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM  

The fourth class of the Takkanah program began its studies in the fall term. The class comprises 13 extra-

ordinary and extra-ordinarily capable fellows. 

 

✓ THE 2018 MICHEL HALPERIN WRITING WORKSHOP FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND PUBLIC INTEREST 

LAWYERS 

Michel Halperin was a lawyer in Geneva, where he had also served as the President of the bar association 

and as President of the Parliament. He was also the chairman of the board of directors of the Foundation 

which supports the Emile Zola Chair. The workshop is named after in his memory.  

A writing workshop designed for practicing human rights and cause-lawyers was first offered by the Chair 

in 2016. The objective of the workshop is to equip these lawyers with the tools necessary to transform their 

professional knowledge, experience and insight into a publishable paper. Candidates are selected pursuant 

to a call for applicants and a competitive selection process.   

   

2018 is the third cycle of the workshop, which runs for 10 weeks.  The Chair meets with the participants 

three times during the run of the workshop, and has assigned a junior faculty member, Avinoam Cohen (an 

extremely well-read clinical lawyer whose doctorate dissertation awaits final approval and who has already 

http://zola.colman.ac.il/%D7%AA%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%AA%D7%A7%D7%A0%D7%94/%D7%AA%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%AA%D7%A7%D7%A0%D7%94-%D7%97%D7%96%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%95%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/
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published extensively in both Hebrew and English) as the hands-on tutor of the workshop. In addition, each 

participant is assigned a professor whose field of expertise is relevant to the participant's paper as an 

external reader/commentator. 

 

Five papers developed in the first two cycles of the workshop have either been published or accepted for 

publication. This is an astoundingly high rate. 

 

PRIZES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY GRANTS 

✓ INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY – PRIZE WINNING LEARNING COMPETITION  

Since its establishment, the Chair organizes, each year on 10 December – the day the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights was adopted by the General Assembly of the UN a prize winning learning competition. 

This year, the incoming class of the Law School, comprising some 250 students was our target audience.  

Within the context of a core course on "The Foundations of the Legal System", they were tasked with 

reading the Declaration, search for a judicial decision which referred to the Declaration, cite the reference 

and offer a brief analysis of both the provision in the Declaration to which the court referred and the way it 

interpreted it. 

✓ THE MICHEL HALPERIN BEST ESSAY PRIZE: LAW IN ACTION – REFLECTIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

PRACTICE  

The prize is given in commemoration of the late Michel Halperin.  In 2017, pursuant to a decision to 

establish the Prize, the Emile Zola Chair established a selection committee, comprising 5 members: Former 

Chief Justice of the Israeli Supreme Court, Dorit Beinish (Chairwoman); Prof. Yuval Shany, former dean 

of the Law Faculty, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, vice president of Israeli Democracy Institute and 

vice president of the Human Rights Committee, UNHRC; Prof. Neta Ziv, Tel-Aviv University Law Faculty; 

Adv. Dan Yakir, Legal Counsel of ACRI, and the Emile Zola Chair and Rector of the College of 

Management Academic Studies, Prof.Orna Ben-Naftali. Taken together with the amount of the major Prize 

– the second highest in legal academia – the attractiveness of the prize was guaranteed. A regulatory 

document for the prize was drafted. It provides, inter-alia, for the establishment of a more junior selection 

committee, responsible for pre-selection of the top 5 papers in case numerous papers are received. In order 
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to ascertain the quality of the winning papers, it also provides, as is common in such documents, that the 

selection committee is not obligated to award the prizes each year and can exercise discretion should it find 

that no paper meets the required standards. The selection committee established the selection criteria and 

process and drafted a call for submission for the prize, detailing both criteria and process. The call for 

submission was distributed widely.  

Over 30 papers were submitted. Following the selection process, the major prize was awarded to Dr. Meital 

Segal-Reich and Dr. Michael (Micky) Schindler for their article "The Butterfly Effect" - Cause lawyering 

shifting from guardianship of old age to support model of legal capacity. Only one paper from the workshop 

won the junior prize, Adv. Yael Cohen Rimer, "On Paper" – A look at the mismatch between life and 

welfare law. The award ceremony was held in January 2018. 
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✓ SPECIAL EVENTS AND CONFERENCES 2017/18 

(i) Spring term 2017 

 A Book launch event held on 2 May 2017 comprising a reception followed by a panel 

discussion of Anne Peters, BEYOND HUMAN RIGHTS: THE STATUS OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN 

INTERNATIONAL LAW (Oxford Univ. Press). The panelists were Professor Yuval Shany, Vice 

President of the Israeli Institute for Democracy and Vice-President of the UN Human Rights 

Committeee, Dr. Itamar Mann of Haifa University and Dr. Tamar Megido of Tel-Aviv 

University. Prof. Anne Peters, the Director of the Max 

Planck Institute for Public International Law, Heidelberg, 

responded. Virtually all members of the Israeli international 

legal community were present.  

✓ 22 May 2017 – A conference, in collaboration with 

"Matters" – The Clinical Legal Education Center, the 

Striks School of Law, on Freedom of Speech in view of 

New Social Media.  
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✓ On 23-24 May 2017, an international conference marking the 50th anniversary of the 

Israeli control over the Palestinian territory was organized and sponsored by the Minerva 

Centers for Human Rights at the Tel-Aviv University Law Faculty and at the Hebrew 

University Law Faculty, the ICRC and the Chair. 

 

 

(ii) Fall term of 2017/18 

✓ On 14 September the commencement ceremony of the second class of the Takkanah 

fellows took place. The keynote speaker was award winning novelist Ronit Matalon. 

(That evening she still did not know she was very sick. This was her last public event). 
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✓ On 4 December an event co-sponsored by the Chair and the Van Leer Institute in 

Jerusalem, hosted the UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights Defenders.  Following 

his keynote speech, a panel discussion was held with the participation of both legal 

practitioners and academics. It should be noted that the first research group created under 

the auspices of the Chair in 2012/13 dealt with the nascent legal status of Human Rights 

Defenders. Our attempt in 2014 to invite the Special Repporteur failed then but 

succeeded now. Perseverance pays off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ On 16 January 2018, "Matters: the Center for Clinical Legal Education" and the Chair 

co-sponsored the hosting of the theater play "Demonstrate" at the Striks School of Law. 

The play is based on protocols of a court in a rape case. The bench asked the victim to 

demonstrate how she was raped. The performance was followed by a panel discussion 

dealing with what is known in literature as "the second rape": the first is the actual violent 
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event; the second is the legal system violence.  Over 200 students who participate 

annually in clinical education programs at the law school attended the event. 

✓ On 26 January 2018, an event awarding the Michel Halperin 2017 Prizes for best essays 

was held at the Striks School of Law.  

Two additional academic events are planned for Spring term of 2018 

✓ The launching of the new website of the Emile Zola Chair and the public screening of 

one of the interviews made in the context of the Leading Human Rights and Cause-

Lawyers in Israel: Oral History project. 

✓ The launching of the fifth volume of The Law on Line: Human Rights – Inter-textual 

Conversations – the event will include the play (the text of which is the centerpiece of 

the volume) "Kind of", written and directed by Ofira Henig (it is scheduled to premier 

in Berlin in April) followed by a panel discussion among the authors of the responding 

texts. 

 

 


